This issue begins a new incarnation of the Journal ofNeural Transplantation and Plasticity (JNTP). New journals, new editorships, and major changes are often the occasion for the writing of editorials; this time, it is a new editorship and a clarification of purpose. With this issue, JNTP is re-dedicated to the publication of highquality studies of neural transplantation and plasticity. JNTP will aim to become a leading journal in the field by maintaining high standards of quality and a deafly-focused mission.
thank Drs. Uri Yinon and Paul Sanberg for their prior service as editor-in-chief and interim editor respectively. Paul Sanberg has agreed to continue to serve as a member of the editorial board.
Through their efforts, JNTP has become established and developed a record of consistent publication of quality papers.
THE MISSION OF JNTP
The mission of JNTP is to serve as a forum for studies on manipulating, promoting, or guiding neural plasticity. Neural transplantation, at the moment, accounts for a large part of this literature. Due to recent advances in molecular biology, it appears likely that intervention in brain circuitry through administration or manipulation of growth factors will in the near future at least equal transplantation as a major area of research. Other similarly promising methods of manipulating neural plasticity include, for example, altering the substrate for neural growth/2, 11, 50/, implantation of encapsulated cells 
